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Dr. Timothy A. Shonk 
3060 Coleman Hall 
tashonk@eiu.edu 
Texts: 
English 3001 
Course Policies 
Spring 2008 
Shonk 
Hours: MWF 11-12; 1-2 
TR l-l3 
Phone: 581-6310 
Rhetorical Grammar, 5th ed., Martha Kolln 
Writing Arguments, ih ed., Ramage, Bean, Johnson 
Other Materials: A good desk dictionary, a cheap folder, and a green pen or pencil 
Course Goals and Objectives: 
Obviously, the primary goal of the course is to develop each student's writing into 
a clearer, more effective statement, with a special emphasis upon improving style. To 
this end, papers will be read and marked rigorously, with lengthy comments noting the 
strengths and weaknesses of the submission and offering suggestions for improvement. 
The course will also introduce students to the forms and purposes of a number of 
important rhetorical modes and strategies, as well as provide full instruction on writing 
clearer, more efficient, and more effective sentences. Finally, students will learn the 
fundamentals of crafting sound arguments and will become familiar with the forms and 
methods of research writing and documentation. 
Attendance: 
While attendance is not mandatory in the sense that grade penalties accrue for 
each missed class, students who miss class always find that their work suffers because of 
a lack of clarity about the assignment and the expectations of that assignment. Moreover, 
an instructor faced with a borderline grade at semester's end finds little reason to "round 
up" the grade for a student who could not make the effort to come to class. 
That said, note that attendance is mandatory during group presentations, and 
grades for those failing to attend will suffer a penalty of a deduction of a letter grade 
per absence on this assignment. In addition, any work missed because of an 
unexcused absence cannot be made up, and any work submitted late because of an 
unexcused absence will suffer a lateness penalty of a letter grade per class day until 
the complete assignment is submitted. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
English 3 00 l 
Course Syllabus 
Spring 2008 
Shonk 
7 Introduction to the course 
9 Paragraphing Lecture 
11 Paragraph Cohesion: RG, 63-71 
14 Paragraph Cohesion: RG, 72-87 
16 Introductions and Conclusions Lecture 
18 Argument: WA, 3-21 
21 King's Birthday--No Classes 
23 Exemplification/Illustration: WA, 212-13, 44-46 
25 Structure of Argument: WA, 87-107 
28 Evidence: WA, 109-23 
30 Subordination: RG, 149-69 
1 Subordination: RG, 172-85 
4 Subordination: RG, 185-205 
6 Comparison/Contrast; Types of Claims: WA, 195-200. ESSAY I DUE 
8 "Grant and Lee" (essay to be provided) 
11 Stylistic Variation: RG, 210-23 
13 Stylistic variation: RG, 223-31 
15 Lincoln's Birthday--No Classes 
18 Sentence Rhythm: RG, 89-103 
20 Definition: WA, 214-22 ESSAY II DUE 
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3001 Syllabus 2 
"Oncore, Obscenity, ... " WA 234-36; "This Isn't a 'Legal' Matter" WA 
236-38 
Audience: WA, 141-50 
SENTENCE EXAM 
Comma Usage Lecture 
Comma Usage Lecture 
Other Forms of Punctuation: RG, 270-77 
Other Punctuation (cont.) 
Spring Break--No Classes 
Causal Analysis: WA, 243-53 ESSAY III DUE 
"The Credit Card ... ," WA 266-69; "Different but .. .," WA 263-65 
PUNCTUATION EXAM 
Proposal Argument: WA, 321-25 
Proposal Argument: WA, 325-38 
Group Meeting 
Informal Fallacies: WA, 426-34 
"A Proposal for Universal Health" WA, 344-51; "Let a Thousand 
Licensed Poppies Bloom" WA, 353-55 
Ethical Arguments: WA, 289-301 ESSAY IV DUE 
Evaluating Sources: WA, 370-85 
Group Meeting 
Documentation: WA, 387-95 
Presentations 
RESEARCH ESSAY DUE 
